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“The Gracious Throne of the Messiah 

Stretches Back into Eternity.” 

Thy throne is established [from that time
]:  Thou art from everlasting.

Psalm 93:2.
 

Introduction.


Christ’s Gracious Throne has been established from forever because our Salvation in Christ stretches back into eternity.  Such is the case because God determined to save fallen man before the creation of the world and before the fall of man.
  God would send His Only-Begotten Son in the fulness of time into the flesh to redeem men from sin and save.  Because God sent His Only-Begotten Son, the Messiah is God from eternity and, therefore, is, as the psalmist writes, “from everlasting”.


At that time, i.e, the time of His Incarnation, i.e, the New Testament era, He Effected His Gracious Throne by His Passion and, thereby, Fulfilled His Promise and Effected our Salvation.  


By His Passion He also Fashioned His Gracious Throne wherein Graciously through His Word and Sacraments He Reigns to forgive sins, save, and give life eternal.


Because God resolved to save man in Christ from before the creation of the world, man’s salvation in Christ is certain because his salvation is grounded in eternity.

I.  The Messiah is Able to Save from Sin because He is God from Everlasting.

A.  The Messiah is the Almighty God.

Perhaps because all too many clergy interpret this psalm as non-Messianic but instead interpret it as just speaking of God generically
, we don’t recollect this passage describing the Messiah existing from eternity.  We recall passages like Micah 5:2, which we read especially at Christmas, and, which passage, describes Christ’s going forth from everlasting:

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.


Here the prophet Micah clearly teaches that while Jesus was born in Bethlehem, He existed long before His birth in Bethlehem.  He existed from eternity because He is the Son of God.


This teaching appeared centuries earlier in the Messianic Psalm Psalm 93:

Thy throne is established of old:  Thou art from everlasting.


Thus we see, again, that the Messiah is the Almighty God in the flesh.

B.  Because the Messiah is the Almighty God, He is able to save from sin through His Passion.


While we see that the Messiah is God Almighty from eternity, we also see that He is born of the Virgin St. Mary.  The prophet Micah writes:

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.


The Son of God has a birthday because He has now become man in the womb of the Virgin St. Mary.  The Apostle St. Matthew writes of the Son of God’s Incarnation:

Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.


The Apostle St. John writes of the Incarnation of the Son of God:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The same was in the beginning with God.  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. ... And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.


Thus the Son of God exists from eternity and enjoys a birthday.


The Son of God became Man in order to redeem men from their sins.  The Apostle St. Matthew writes:

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus:  for he shall save his people from their sins.

Because the Lord had already incorporated the Gentiles into His Saving Work in Christ, this Salvation applied not just to the Jews but also to the Gentiles.  The prophet Isaiah writes of the inclusion of the Gentiles in Christ’s Salvation:

And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel:  I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.


Christ Effected the Salvation of men by Fulfilling the Obligations of Men under the law, which, by their sin, men had failed to fulfill.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

This passage means Christ shouldered our burdens under the law to fulfill them for us and save.  We are required to fulfill the commandments or perish.  The Evangelist St. Luke writes:

And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?  He said unto him, What is written in the law?  how readest thou?  And he answering said, Thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.  And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right:  this do, and thou shalt live.

Here we see the reason for death in the human race:  failure to love, namely, failure to do right by God and by our neighbor, failure to keep God’s commandments.  Adam transgressed God’s commandments and led himself and all his descendants, all of us, into death.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned ... .


To undo this damage and save, God became Man to discharge these obligations for us.  Whereas we are supposed to love God and neighbor and would not and now cannot, Christ loved the Lord our God with all His Blessed Heart, and with all His Pure Soul, and with all His Righteous Mind, and with all His Almighty Strength, and He loved His neighbor as Himself.
  Now, in Christ, we have fulfilled all our obligations under the law stretching into life everlasting.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:  it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.


Finally, Christ also fulfilled our obligations under the law to suffer the punishments of our failure to keep the law by His Passion.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to scriptures.


Psalm 93 teaches us that Christ is fully able to bear the burdens of all men and save because, while He is True Man, He is also the True and Almighty God from eternity.

II. Christ Established His Gracious Throne by His Passion through which He Gives Life Eternal.


A.  Christ established His Gracious Throne by His Passion.


Psalm 93 also speaks of Christ’s Incarnation when it states that His Throne was established “from that time”
.  That expression is one of the expressions used in the Old Testament for the New Testament Era.  Some other similar expressions are “the days come”
 and “in the latter days”
, “at that time”
.  Hence, the psalmist writes:

Thy throne is established [from that time
]:  Thou art from everlasting.
 


From that time, i.e., the time of the Incarnation of our Lord, i.e., the New Testament era, Christ Effected His Gracious Throne, i.e., fulfilled His Gracious Promise, by His Passion, wherein He Effected God’s Promise to topple the rule of the devil over men.  The Apostle St. John writes of Christ Effecting His Promise to depose the devil:

Jesus answered and said, ... Now is the judgment of this world:  now shall the prince of this world be cast out.  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.  This he said, signifying what death he should die.


Christ’s Scepter that demolishes for us the reign of the devil is His Word and Sacraments.  Christ’s Gracious Scepter that liberates from the devil was fashioned by His Passion.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

... Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse with the washing of water by the word.

Luther writes of Christ Fashioning the Saving Waters of Holy Baptism by His Passion:

... holy baptism was purchased for us through this same blood, which he shed for us and with which he paid for sin.  This blood and its merit and power he put into baptism, in order that in baptism we might receive it.  For whenever a person receives baptism in faith this is the same as if he were visibly washed and cleansed of sin with the blood of Christ.  For we do not gain the forgiveness of sins through our work, but rather through the death and the shedding of the blood of the Son of God.  But he takes this forgiveness of sins and tucks it into baptism.


God’s Word and Sacraments are the Power of God unto Salvation because they were Fashioned by the Person of Christ, which includes the communication of the Almighty Divine Strength pressed into the Service of fallen men in Christ’s Human Nature to save us from our sins.  The psalmist wrote in verse one that Christ robed Himself in the Almighty Power of His Human Nature because His Human Nature is now united with the Almighty Person of the Son of God:

The LORD reigneth; He is clothed with majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, wherewith He hath girded Himself:  the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved.

Reviewing this once again, we note that here the Lord is described as “clothed with majesty”, “clothed with strength”, having “girded Himself”.  God always possesses majesty and strength from eternity.  Why does the psalmist speak of God now – at this time – clothing Himself with what He always possessed from eternity?  The psalmist is not writing of God generically, but of God the Messiah and the Communication of His Divine Attributes to His Human Nature at His Incarnation for the Salvation of men
, which occurred “at that time”, namely, the New Testament Era.  When the Son of God took on His Human Nature in the womb of the Virgin St. Mary, that Human Nature became the Robe
 of the Divine Majesty and Strength because the human nature is now united  with the Son of God and shares in common with the Son of God His Divine Attributes, which Attributes include Majesty and Strength.


Because Christ Fashioned His Word and Sacraments by His Passion, we see that He Fashioned his Gracious Throne by Mercy, namely, by God’s Full and Free Pardon of all sins for Christ’s sake.  This Pardon of Word and Sacrament has also the Power of God’s Throne behind it because God’s Word and Sacraments are Fashioned by Christ’s Passion and, therefore, are the Power of God unto Salvation.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:  for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  For therein is the righteousness of god revealed from faith to faith:  as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

B.  Christ’s Gracious Throne gives life eternal because It is Everlasting, stemming from eternity.

Because Christ’s Gracious Throne of the Gospel stems from eternity, It is everlasting.  It, therefore, is unshakeable and unassailable, beyond the reach and the grasp of the world, the flesh, and the devil.  Because this Gracious Throne stems from eternity, life eternal for us is certain.

Conclusion.








Christ’s Gracious Throne extends from eternity because Christ, while True Man, is also the True God from eternity.  Hence, His Gracious Throne, the Power of God unto Salvation, stems from eternity in order to give life everlasting.


His Throne we have before us every Sunday in His Word and Sacraments.  Here Our King Graciously Rules to forgive sins through His Word and Sacraments to save, give life eternal, and the resurrection of the body when Christ returns again in glory.











Amen.
	�Translation from the Hebrew in brackets is mine.  “Thy throne is established of old, literally, ‘from that time,’ since He was exalted to the right hand of the Father; and at the same time He, according to His divine nature, is from eternity;  Thou art from everlasting.  The two natures of Christ, the divine and the human, in His work of redemption, in His exaltation, are here referred to. ... The Lord is clothed with strength, almighty power, wherewith He hath girded Himself, the full possession of omnipotence being imparted to Him, to His humanity, and He, at the same time, girding Himself therewith ... .”  The Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, Popular Commentary of the Bible, The Old Testament, Volume II, The Poetical and the Prophetical Books, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1924, p. 158.


	�The text is from The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 143.


	�“According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love ... .”  Ephesians 1:4.


	�Speaking generically of God includes the understanding of God that just about any other religion could speak of God in the same way, e.g., Islam, without offending the sensibilities of their particular faith.


	�Micah 5:2.  “Whose origin is from of old.  That Ruler came forth at the time when the days of the world began.  He was at the same time with the beginning of all creatures.  He does not come forth first from Bethlehem after the Babylonians captivity but came forth a long time ago already.  This is just the way John describes the divinity of Christ (John 1:1):   ‘In the beginning was the Word.’  In his song, Ps. 90:2, Moses sings:  ‘From everlasting to everlasting Thou art God.’  There Moses used the same expression that Micah uses here, that is:  ‘You did not begin with the world, but, when the world began to be, You already were.’  Christ also says about Himself:  ‘Before Abraham was, I am’ (John 8:58).”  Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 18, p. 249.


	�Psalm 93:2. The text is from The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 143.


	�Micah 5:2.  “Whose origin is from of old.  That Ruler came forth at the time when the days of the world began.  He was at the same time with the beginning of all creatures.  He does not come forth first from Bethlehem after the Babylonians captivity but came forth a long time ago already.  This is just the way John describes the divinity of Christ (John 1:1):   ‘In the beginning was the Word.’  In his song, Ps. 90:2, Moses sings:  ‘From everlasting to everlasting Thou art God.’  There Moses used the same expression that Micah uses here, that is:  ‘You did not begin with the world, but, when the world began to be, You already were.’  Christ also says about Himself:  ‘Before Abraham was, I am’ (John 8:58).”  Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 18, p. 249.


	�St. Matthew 1:22-23.


	�St. John 1:1-3, 14.


	�“Indirectly the attribute of eternity is connected with the Creation through the attribute of omnipotence, for Scripture describes the divine creative omnipotence as an eternal omnipotence of the omnipotence of the eternal God.  This applies also to the communication of the other quiescent divine attributes to Christ’s human nature.  Within the personal union, too, Christ’s human nature is and remains a creature.  This is true:  all the fulness of the God has entered into this creature, and so it is not misleading, but absolutely correct to say that all divine attributes, not merely the operative, such as omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence, but also the quiescent, as eternity, infinity, spirituality, and the like, dwell in the human nature and in that sense are communicated to it.  Since, however, only the operative divine attributes are directly active in the human nature, which is and remains a creature, only the operative attributes are directly predicated of the human nature, while the quiescent are predicated indirectly, namely, as joined with the operative attributes.  To illustrate:  Omnipotence and omnipresence are ascribed to Christ’s human nature directly when Scripture informs us that Christ in time, and especially after His exaltation, has all things under His feet and fills the universe, in particular the Church, as we read in Eph. 1:20-23; 4:10.  Eternity, however, is predicated of Christ’s human nature indirectly by connecting it with these operative attributes.  The omnipotence communicated to Christ in time is expressly characterized as an eternal omnipotence when, for example, in Daniel 7:14 it says of the ‘dominion, glory, and kingdom’ given to the Son of Man:  ‘His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away.’  So also the glory ... of Christ’s human nature in the exaltation is depicted as an eternal glory in the words:  ‘And now, O Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine Own Self with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was’ (John 17:5).  Likewise the glory which the disciples beheld in the incarnate [Word] in the state of humiliation is described as the ‘glory of the Only-Begotten of the Father’ and so as an eternal glory.”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, pp. 239, 240. 


	�St. Matthew 1:21.1.


	�Isaiah 49:6.


	�Galatians 4:4-5.


	�St. Luke 10:25-28.


	�Romans 5:12.


	�This Blessed Work we learned in catechism is called Christ’s Active Obedience.  “As my Priest, Christ fulfilled the Law in my stead perfectly (active obedience), sacrificed Himself for me (passive obedience), and still intercedes (pleads) for me with His heavenly Father.”  The Small Catechism, question 132 B, p. 108.


	“This teaching of Scripture is of great practical importance.  In his life of faith the Christian continually resorts to Christ’s vicarious fulfillment of the Law.  Luther:  ‘He satisfied the Law; He fulfilled the Law perfectly, for He loved God with all His heart, and with all His soul, and with all His strength, and with all His mind, and He loved His neighbor as Himself.  Therefore, when the Law comes and accuses you of not having kept it, bid it go to Christ.  Say:  There is the Man who has kept it; He fulfilled it for me and gave His fulfillment to me.  Thus the Law is silenced.’”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 375.


	�Ephesians 2:8-10.  The Grace referred to here is God’s Word and Sacraments, i.e., “For by Word and Sacrament are ye saved through faith”, because God’s Grace is His Word and Sacraments.  “To be saved by the Word and the Sacraments means, according to Scripture, to be saved by grace for Christ’s sake, without works.”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 6.


	�I Corinthians 15:3.


	�“Thy throne is established of old, literally, ‘from that time,’ since He was exalted to the right hand of the Father; and at the same time He, according to His divine nature, is from eternity ... .”  The Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, Popular Commentary of the Bible, The Old Testament, Volume II, The Poetical and the Prophetical Books, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1924, p. 158.


	�“‘Behold!’  A noteworthy event is being announced.  ‘The days come,’ a common expression for the Messianic era, see Jeremiah 31:27-34, quoted Heb. 8:8-12; 10:16-17.  This message is ‘an oracle of the LORD,’ the Covenant God, the God of the Amen (Is. 65:16; Rev. 3:14), who will keep His word (2 Cor. 1:20).  This oracle points back to the promise given to David (2 Sam. 7:3-5, 11-16, cp. 1 Chron. 17:1-15).  The promised Woman’s Seed (Gen. 3:15), the Seed of Abraham (Gen. 22:18), was to be an offspring of David, a true human being, in order to be our substitute (Isaiah 53; Gal. 4:4-5; Phil. 2:6-8; Heb. 2:9-18; 4:15; 5:7-9).”  The Rev. Dr. Theodore Laetsch, Concordia Classic Commentary Series:  Jeremiah, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1952, reprinted 1988, pp. 189, 190, underscore added.


	�“And it shall come to pass in the last days  ... for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among the the nations, and shall rebuke many people ... .  (Isaiah 2:2a, 3b, 4a, emphasis added.  The ‘last days’ is  the Old Testament expression for the New Testament era.  cf.  Acts 2:16-21, I Cor. 10:11, I Tim. 4:1, II Tim. 3:1, Heb. 1:1-2, Heb. 9:26b, James 5:3b, I Peter 1:5; Council of Chalcedon: ‘... He was begotten before the world out of the Father according to the deity, but that the same person was in the last days born for us and for our salvation of Mary, the virgin, and mother of God, according to the humanity ... .’” Catalogue of Testimonies, To the Christian Reader, Triglotta, p. 1109, underscore added)			


	�“[At that time] the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.”  Isaiah 35:5, translation from the Hebrew in brackets is mine.  “Isaiah 35, 1-10.  Chapter 35.  The Joyful State of Christ’s Kingdom.”  The Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, Popular Commentary of the Bible, The Old Testament, Volume II, The Poetical and the Prophetical Books, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1924, p. 343. 


	�Translation from the Hebrew in brackets is mine.  “Thy throne is established of old, literally, ‘from that time,’ since He was exalted to the right hand of the Father; and at the same time He, according to His divine nature, is from eternity;  Thou art from everlasting.  The two natures of Christ, the divine and the human, in His work of redemption, in His exaltation, are hre referred to. ... The Lord is clothed with strength, almighty power, wherewith He hath girded Himself, the full possession of omnipotence being imparted to Him, to His humanity, and He, at the same time, girding Himself therewith ... .”  The Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, Popular Commentary of the Bible, The Old Testament, Volume II, The Poetical and the Prophetical Books, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1924, p. 158.


	�Psalm 93:2, the text is from The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 143.


	�St. John 12:30, 31-33.


	�Ephesians 5:25, 26.


	�Luther’s Works, Vol. 51, p. 325, underscore added.  “This Baptism is also founded upon the name of Christ ... because it was purchased by Christ’s vicarious satisfaction, as Eph. 5:26 expressly teaches,  ‘Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself for it ..., that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word.’”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. III, p. 259.


	�Psalm 93:1.  The text is from The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 143.


	�The Lord is clothed with strength, almighty power, wherewith He hath girded Himself, the full possession of omnipotence being imparted to Him, to His humanity, and He, at the same time, girding Himself therewith ... .”  The Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, Popular Commentary of the Bible, The Old Testament, Volume II, The Poetical and the Prophetical Books, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1924, p. 158.


	“But since the human nature has been assumed into the Person of the Son of God and the Son of God executes His redemptive work not outside the flesh, but in and through the flesh, the human nature shares not merely nominally ... , but actually ... in the divine power, knowledge, presence, glory, in short, in all the divine attributes of the Son of God.”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 219.


	�“Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me.”  Hebrews 10:5.


	�“But since the human nature has been assumed into the Person of the Son of God and the Son of God executes His redemptive work not outside the flesh, but in and through the flesh, the human nature shares not merely nominally ... , but actually ... in the divine power, knowledge, presence, glory, in short, in all the divine attributes of the Son of God.”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 219.


	“The Lord is clothed with strength, almighty power, wherewith He hath girded Himself, the full possession of omnipotence being imparted to Him, to His humanity, and He, at the same time, girding Himself therewith ... .”  The Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, Popular Commentary of the Bible, The Old Testament, Volume II, The Poetical and the Prophetical Books, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1924, p. 158.


	�Romans 1:16-17.







